gecorative arts

Journeys in design
Vibrant contemporary
jewellers

Togetharn, the work of seven arisans makes a sirong stetermeant abhout

whiat it is to be a Westem Australian artist practicing as a jpaeler
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Dorathy Erickson

SIMCE THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD inthe
18805 Western Australia has been known as the
‘Cinderella of the South’ as the colony struggled
until its fortunes were transformed by gold. This
adversity bred a sense of self-reliance, still seen
in neweomers who settle there. David Walker and
Felicity Peters arrived in the mineral boom of the
1960s to join native-born Dorothy Erickson,
Brenda Ridgewsll and Carlier Makigawa, While
the globe-trotting childhoods of Gillian Rainer
and Christel van der Laan created the self-
reliancy to succeed in one of the most isolated
capital cities in the world.

(3 the seven jewellers mentioned only David
Walker took his original qualification overseas,
The others trained in Western Australia, five at
WALT (now Curtin University) and the youngest
of the group Christel, at Carine College of TAFE.
Jewellery was not a first career for most of these
artists as ‘jeweller’ was not a professional option
in Western Australia before the 1970z, except via
the apprentice system.

Gillian Rainer's most recent solo exhibition
Litter af the Littoral showed her use of
fechniques of casting and carving to tell of
mysteries sleancd from myths and fables, rhymes
and hisiones, The work was cast in silver, which
had fascinated her singe childhood, Her early

work saw her experimenting with reflections in




highly polished surtaces to be followed by an

interesl in inlay and patination. In recent years
she has mavelled overseas investigating “high

lech’ instrumnents to assist in construction and
studicd the unigue flors of Western Australia,

making immaculately fabricated works of art,
which can he seen in the exhibition.

Brenda Ridgewell, who s the Dircctor in
Jewellery / 3D Design at Curtin University, has
been exhibiting since she was a student in the
fate 1970, Her large exuberant body works have
won many awards, The work 15 intricately
fabricated from sterling silver rod and stecl wire
highlighted at times by a hint of nine carat gold
or cubic zircenia, Becent work is mone restrained
and guieter but still feawres articulated, three-
dimensional jewellery that encloses space around
parts of the body.

Felicity Peters has been exhibiting since the
19705, When at last settled in Perth and awarded
her degres in 1986 che expenimented with
techmiques and attended workshops at the
Havstack School in Maine, USA, Since then she
has rescarched the technigques of Keum boo (a
Korean technique of fusing very thin 24 carat gold
sheet to sterling silver), granulation and computer
aded design and travelled the world. A recent
fellowship has enabled her to make work for a solo
exhibition in Legnica, Poland in 2009, and Lesley
Craze Gallery in London in 20190, Much of the
work in the exhibition at Lesley Craze was based
on images and expenences of Polamd.

The author, Dorothy Erickson, formerly a
teacher, wis a latecomer (o arl school in [964%
before returning to WAL in 1975 as a
postgradugte student and lecturer untl] 1980, She
held her first solo exhibition i 1977 A solo
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axhibition at Galerie am Graben in YVienna m 953
featuring the Sunrtse — Stunser and Pifbora works
opened many deors and in the lae 1980s she
worked with steel cable, making kinetic works for
the body introducing semi-precious stones, A
chronic illness has resalled in ber now making
works with the help of assistants. *T like w0 work in
pold—a meral that has always anracted me as my
grandfather had a gold mine.' Her Howige ro
HKiime collections have a eolourful palette festuning
multicolouned sapphires and unusually cut stones
set it pold while the most recent collection is
based on Western Australian wildflowers.

Carlier Makipawa, the danghter of award-
winming architeet Desmond Sands held her first
solo exhibition in 1981 before studying for a
master’s degree becoming course co-ordinator at
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology,
Exhibiting widely in Australia, Europe, Asiz and
LISA she shared a number of the Australizn
exhibitions with her late hoshand the sculptor
Akio Makipawa ([948-1999), Early work was
influenced by a Japanese packaging exhibition
she saw as a student and progressed through
wrapped stones to papler-mache to metal with
carved marble, The work alwayvs relied an
structure with small sculptural ehjects cxhibited
with the jewellery. Skeletal structures define her
fater aeuvre with delicate castings or carved
coral enclosed within the cage-like structures.

Daid Walker migrated to Australia from
England i 1964 and 15 now well known for his
delicate cage-like work, An Australia Councl
residency in Besozzo, aly, m 19923-3, a six
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manth visiting professorship at San Diego in
1993 and an Asiglink residency in Silapakam
University in 1995-6 provided inspiration for
further solo exhibitions, The time in Thailand
inspired hiz use of fish traps and market prodece
as paoints of departure for debcate jewellery.

Walker returned to Silapakorn m 1998 as visitmg
international prolessor and in 2001 had a sala
exhibition of the Thai inspired work ar the
Galerie Slavik in Vienna.

[m the Tast two decades he has undertaken public
art cammissions resulting in & retrospective at the
Art Gallery of Western Australia in 2009 which
inciuded Memenio merdt pendants, bis response 1o
bush fires, in which the cage-like stmuctures enclose
delicately carved and stained wooden twigs.

Christel van der Laan, held her first solo
exhibition in Western Australia in February 2000,
Her exquisite jewels are fashioned from such
unlibely materials as polypropylene price lags. She
says emigration o South Africa as a child, back w
the Metherlands and then Australia, presented
“dazzling natural emvironments and cultures for
exploration,’ Tn 1990, well into a masters degree in
paveholoey and a concurrent MBA, she saw a
hook on modern American jewellery and changed
careers, enralling at Carine College graduating in
199% and setting up her smdio.

The makers in this exhibition live in an area of
exceptional bio-diversity which due to global
warming is a conservation hotspot and & sense of
place can readily be seen in much of the work.
Humwever the artists also allive us to glimpse o
sense of person, for there are purely cerchral
warks and others influenced by travels in distant
places, for isolated Western Australians continue
1o need to engage with the rest of the world.

The exhibltion Cinderella’s Stordes: Contemporary
Jewellery from Western Awstrulin, is touring commercial
galleries in Anstralla and the Lesley Craze Gallery in
Lamalims dn Z0OT1.




